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Spring and summer Post & Go-ing  
Martyn Fry brings news of self-service stamps at three  
major philatelic events and explains how Post & Goers  
will soon be rubbing shoulders with Shakespeare 

Above: three special Royal 
Mail first day handstamps  
and the exhibition postmark 
for Post & Go Mail by Rail

Spring Stampex in Islington saw the launch of the Mail by Rail Post & Go 
stamps, continuing the heritage theme that began a year ago with the 
Royal Mail 500 Transport issue. Alongside the new pictorials, the Machin 
Post & Go carried two different overprints marking two important 
anniversaries – this year will see the 50th anniversary of the introduction  

of the Machin definitive 
stamp as well as the 65th 
anniversary of HM The 
Queen’s Accession. 

As an added philatelic 
link to the heritage theme 
the locomotive stamp that 
was in last year’s set made 
a re-appearance at the show 
to complement the new issue.

As has been established 
for a few years now at the 
Stampex shows, customers 
could avoid the long queues 
for barcoded products by 
paying at one of the Post  
& Go machines, which is 
an increasingly popular 
option for those in a hurry.

To coincide with the 
Stampex launch date, 

Mail by Rail Post & Go stamps were also available from the machine at 
The Postal Museum. The museum logo was available with a First Class 
Mail by Rail Collector Strip, which made an interesting variant for collectors.

Thistle make them sit up!
Looking ahead, Post & Go machines will be making their annual trip to  
Perth for the Scottish Congress at the Dewars Centre on 21 and 22 April. The 
overprint will be ‘88th Scottish Congress 2017’. On offer for the determined 
collector will be Collector Strips of the Thistle stamp from the Symbolic Flowers 
issue of 2014, printed digitally for the first time. Also available with the Scottish 
Congress overprint will be the Machin and the Lion stamps. 

Machin at Midpex 
The biennial Midpex stamp show returns to the Warwickshire Exhibition 
Centre on 8 July. It is likely to be very popular with Machin collectors, not 
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Above: the new Mail Rail set 
includes a timely reference to 
the underground Post Office 
railway in London – reopening 
later this year as an attraction 
at the new Postal Museum

Below: the pretty and popular 
Symbolic Flowers stamps, 
first issued in 2014 and about 
to peek out again in May.  
For more details see Bulletin 
Volume 51 page 359 and 
volume 52 page 16

least because this will be the first exhibition outing for the new Machin 
Anniversary Post & Go stamps, released as part of the comprehensive suite 
of commemorative items issued by Royal Mail on 5 June.

Symbolic Shakespeare
Machine A009, at Stratford-upon-Avon’s Shakespeare Centre, hosts the 
return of the 2014 Symbolic Flowers set from 1 May. Shakespeare makes 
references to over 50 flowers in his plays and Centre visitors should enjoy 
the symbolism in this set. We trust Royal Mail will not be accused of ‘gilding 
the lily’ by enhancing the stamp appeal of this popular location! The stamps 
were produced in digital format by International Security Printers l
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